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Annotated example of paragraph from a film review



Superb performances and skilled cinematography make Schindler’s List unforgettable. We are intrigued by the charming, debonair Oskar Schindler, repulsed but yet strangely drawn to the evil Nazi officer, Amon Goeth (Ralph Fiennes - The English Patient), and moved by the intensity and integrity of Schindler’s dry Jewish accountant, Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley - Twelfth Night).  Spielberg’s uses lighting effectively to present his central character. Chiaroscuro lighting – using a light and dark contrast to achieve a sense of depth - establishes an air of mystery about Schindler by showing half his face in dark shadow and half in light. Spielburg further builds the Schindler aura through low camera angles to capture the man’s immense physical presence.

[Reprinted with permission from 

“Screen Time” English 3/1 C version 3, page 15

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ncea/eng3_1Cv2_1feb05.doc] 

Research and conventions of film review, character name, actor’s name in brackets and other films they have acted in.





Interesting sentence structure   such as 


triple construction in the second sentence. Three different characters are used to relate to the same idea – the reaction of the audience.





Technical aspects discussed using appropriate terminology and effect linked to the reviewer’s interpretation of the character and mood.





Refers to the director and the character’s by using their surname.





Language is direct and uses interesting adjectives and verbs to express the reviewer’s opinion.
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