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Annotated paragraph of student writing in narrative style



The moist, pungent aroma of Purina‑One (made with real chicken!) wafts offensively into my nostrils. I cringe as a cold, wet nose slides across my cheek and a whisker enters my ear. I break from a blissful coma, a giant woken from his slumber. Nostrils flare, my rusty eyelids part ‑ the glue of a good night’s sleep disintegrates. My eyes, awash in a fog, struggle to focus on a small latte brown face staring gingerly at me with two huge blue peepers. MEOW. Lick.

[Reprinted with permission from 

“The worst journey in the world” English 3/1 A version 2, page 10

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ncea/eng3_1Av2_1feb05.doc] 

Use of specific nouns and sense of smell is used to make writing vivid, detailed, and convincing.





Image of waking giant creates a fairytale/surreal mood. Detailed and sustained observation makes it convincing.





Exaggeration of a common everyday experience all readers can relate to.





Sentence variation, using onomatopoeia and   verb.
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