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Annotated example of paragraph from an opinion column



The alpha male syndrome is part of our culture as far as sport is concerned. We hear stories of sports stars playing on with broken arms, snapped ligaments and, for those north of the Bombay Hills, without fully functioning brains. It is the reason rugby is our national game. Soccer requires a greater range of skills, more coordination and more complex tactics than rugby, but in soccer a poke in the back sees players fall over and start crying. Plus all the Italian team have girlie haircuts.

[Reprinted with permission from 

“Things That Make You Go Hmmm” English 3/1 E version 3, page 6

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ncea/eng3_1Ev3_12dec03.doc] 

A trendy phrase, sounds like an official psychological term, extends and develops writer’s argument.





Contrast between rugby and soccer used to compare extremes of male stereotypes. 





Humour used to get opinion across. Reference made to geographical boundaries, links to audience and implies a humorous difference.





Reference is an insult to show alpha male side and link to first sentence.
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