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Annotated paragraph of student writing in short story style 

In the street downtown I met Kurt who had his hair loose and blond and dirty. He smiled. A lot. His teeth were white and straight. When I used to take him home, Mum would call him "Goodlookin" . …but he was different now. He used to be all proper and smart and neat, and funny too with that grin that just lit up his crazy face and he'd take you over with his humour. Different now because something in his speckled-egg eyes was a lot sadder and less naive. No. Not naïve, he'd  never been that but probably more like innocently happy. No crazy grins now but the crazy smile. Calmer and more polite.

"'Afternoon, Julie," he said. Pleasantly.

[Reprinted with permission from 

“Meeting Kurt” English 3/1 D version 3, page 5

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ncea/eng3_1Dv3_12dec03.doc]
Comparison of past and present Kurt to show change in relationship and the gap that is now between them. 





Detailed observations mixed with emotional evaluation of the situation show insight. Sentence order builds up a clear picture of Kurt and his defining characteristics.





Colloquial language used to show a different perspective quickly and effectively. Some original language used in places.








Dialogue used to bring Kurt fully into the story and develop the plot. 
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